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We began 2008 with our largest meeting ever when Commissioner Oxendine spoke to our group. Our 4th Annual May Symposium was once again a hit with brokers and vendors. We’ve added 6 new members to our board. and our new meeting venue may possibly have the best macaroni and cheese e in town! What is next for the coastal Empire Association of health Underwriters? 





This newsletter is our next step in communicating important news from Nahu, Gahu and our local association. We also have a website in the works to keep you informed of meeting dates and events. 





Our meetings for 2009 include several new speakers with topics we haven’t heard before. If there’s an area you’d like to learn more about in 2009 let us know so we can find a speaker on that topic. We’re looking forward to Commissioner Oxendine’s visit on January 23rd and we’re already planning our 5th Symposium. 





You have been the reason for our success! We’re all fortunate to work in an industry with so many educated and passionate people. I am proud to be part of a professional group whose members may compete for business, but do so with honesty, grace and courtesy that is not common in other communities. 





I wish all of you success in the coming year!





Maggie Coley


President























“HUPAC is the political action committee of the National Association of Health Underwriters (NAHU). It is the expression of our First Amendment rights to free speech and association guaranteed under the Constitution. Such political expression has become far more than a useful option for professionals in a heavily regulated business like the health insurance industry. It has become a necessity.


Since NAHU and similar organizations are prohibited from making political contributions, HUPAC was created to allow contributors to combine their political and financial support to a candidate to achieve maximum effect. HUPAC is registered with the Federal Election Commission.


Why is HUPAC Necessary?


Few other industries are as heavily regulated as health insurance. Therefore, your success, and that of your clients, is directly dependent upon the actions of Congress. It is absolutely critical that we help those congressional candidates who support private-sector health insurance.


























A New Year!





What is HUPAC?
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How Does HUPAC Help Make a Difference?


HUPAC allows NAHU members to combine their resources and strength to make a difference where it will have the greatest impact for our colleagues, our clients and, above all, our country. It is imperative that NAHU members work together to counteract the strong and united forces of special-interest groups that oppose the free enterprise system of health care.


Who can contribute to HUPAC?


Only NAHU members, their families and staff can contribute to HUPAC. Clients of NAHU members may not contribute to HUPAC. All donations must be made by individuals--FEC regulations prohibit PAC contributions by corporations or companies.


Who Does HUPAC Contribute to?


HUPAC contributes to majority and minority party candidates, incumbents and challengers alike. Because it is non-partisan, it does not represent the interests of any political party.


How Does HUPAC Decide on Contributions?


Decisions are made by vote of the HUPAC Board of Trustees, appointed by the NAHU president. Candidates for HUPAC contributions are evaluated on a variety of factors, including: recommendations from NAHU members; support of NAHU policies; accessibility to our members; willingness to learn; and congressional committee and political party responsibilities; among others.


Can HUPAC Make Contributions to Candidates for State Office?


Yes and no. In July 2003, HUPAC's Board of Trustees approved a policy change to contribute to candidates for state governors' and elected insurance commissioners' races. HUPAC does not participate in any other state-based races. State association PACs, however, may contribute to other state candidates. If you state association is interested in starting a state PAC, please contact us.


For more information regarding HUPAC please go to www.hupac.org

























































































Ray Williams and Kristen Looney delivered a check from GAHUPAC to the campaign of Buddy Carter and Eric Johnson. This is Sen. Johnsons last term in the senate the he will be running Lt. Governor next term He is very interested in speaking at one of our meetings. 





Thanks to Ray and Kristen for their time and support!














From CEAHU Minutes 11/18/08











By www.nahu.org




















Chapter Website


We are very excited to announce that we are in the process of creating a website for our association. We hope to have the site up and running by the end of January 2009. If you have any suggestions or contributions that you would like to make to the website, please email me! Be on the look out for great sponsorship opportunities for Carriers! Thanks to the suggestion of one of our speakers, we will also have a section titled “Movers and Shakers”. Here you will have the opportunity to list job openings, welcome new employees/agents etc.





Email Communications 


Please remember to update any change in your information with GAHU. You can also email me your new information and I will make sure that the Chapter email database is updated. 





Newsletter


I hope that you will find the monthly newsletter helpful. Our goal is increase communication to our members how important our association is to our profession. If you ever have any article ideas or suggestions, please let me know. 





Thanks so much!


Cathy Rainwater


Communications Chair, CEAHU























Our Charity for 2008 is the Red Cross. The Savannah chapter is committed to meeting the humanitarian needs of the people in our area, be it in disaster preparedness, disaster response, first aid and CPR training, or disease prevention. You can help support Savannah’s local chapter programs and service by a gift. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.savannahredcross.org/gift_options.asp" ��www.savannahredcross.org/gift_options.asp� to make a donation or learn more about this cause. 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!


Nikko Caparisos, Sapelo Insurance


Jennifer Davis, BB&T Insurance


Steve Eagle CLU, ChFC, CEBS, CPCU, Secrest Partners


Stephanie Knight, St. Joseph’s Candler


Melissa McBride, Coventry Health Care


Matt Usher, Ashford Advisors


Katherine von Hollen CFP, Health insurance Solutions























January 23, 2009 : CEAH Monthly Meeting 


Speaker: John Oxendine


Sponsor: St. Joseph’s Candler Hospital





January 27, 2009: GAHU’s “Day at the Capital”





February 20,2009: CEAHU Monthly Meeting


Speaker: Ben Singer


Sponsor: The Standard


 


March 20, 2009: CEAHU Monthly Meeting


Speaker: Chad Lewis


Sponsor: Assurant Health





April 17, 2009: CEAHU Monthly Meeting


Speaker: Shannon Hsu


Sponsor: Guardian





May (TBA): May is our annual Symposium. Be on the lookout for the date, speakers and topics. 





June 2009: NAHU National Convention San Diego, CA 





July 2009: GAHU State Convention





Aug 2009:  No Meeting





September 18, 2009: TBA





October 16, 2009: TBA





November 20, 2009: TBA





Operation Shout!!!!






































Please see Everyone on page 4
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Please submit any questions, suggestions, articles etc to Cathy Rainwater our Communications Chair. cathy@remerlane.com
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Please see Elements on page 6





































































































We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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 Not sure how to contact your legislators? Access from the web at http://capwiz.com/nahu/home/





CEAHU Legislative











By Cathy Rainwater











Promoting the highest standards of professionalism and integrity through education, public service and communication








By Maggie, Coley President











Coming soon to the Web!





CEAHU


P.O. Box 13373


Savannah, GA 31416





2009 Board Members





Maggie Coley, President


David Rubnitz, Immediate Past President


Jill Mathis, Programs Chair & President Elect


Lisa Surrett, Vice President & Media Relations


Matt Usher, Media Relations Co-Chair


Harry Lowe, Financial Officer


Shannon Collins, Secretary Treasurer


Ashley Strong, Membership Chair


Carolyn Williams, Membership Co-Chair


Kristen Looney, Legislative Chair


Ray Williams, Legislative Co-Chair


Stephanie Knight, Program Co-Chair


Cathy Rainwater, Communications Chair


Paula Scott, Community Relations Chair


Leah Harmon, Awards Chair


Advisory Members: Harry Lowe and Barry Ruland





COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:





Our chapter is growing at an enormous rate! We are always looking for willing members to participate in many projects. If you would like to participate with any of the following, please contact us:





Symposium Committee


Social Committee


Policy and Procedures Committee


Scholarship Committee


Budget Committee
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Member Reminders 


The January meeting with the Commissioner is our biggest meeting of the year. The chapter is responsible for all meals. Therefore, first time guests will be charged the regular non member fee for this meeting. 


RSVP – As we have completed the budget for 2009, it has been discovered that the chapter’s largest loss stems from our monthly meetings. If you RSVP that you will attend the meeting you are counted in the number that is prepared for by the venue. If you do not show up we are still responsible for paying for your meal. As of January 1, 2009 if you do not cancel your reservation by the Wednesday before the meeting, you will be invoiced for your meal. 









































