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Dear CEAHU Members:





For the past few years our association has presented a $1,000 scholarship to a college student entering an insurance related field.  This year we had several applicants and appointed a special committee to choose this year’s winner.





Thomas Odom was born and raised in Savannah.  He graduated from Benedictine and went on to the University of Georgia.  He’s currently a senior pursuing a degree in Risk Management and Insurance.  





He has a GPA of 3.6 and has recently been placed on the Dean’s List.  Outside of school he is a member of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity and also the Sigma Alpha Lambda leadership and academic excellence fraternity.  Thomas is also a member of the Insurance Society and Gama Iota Sigma which he says allows him to stay up to date on industry information and network with insurance professionals.





Thomas also works as a production manager at Spectagraphics and participates in intramural sports.





His essay mentioned that he hasn’t had the experience yet to choose a specific career path but is interested in both the Long Term Care market as well as working with the shipping industry here in Savannah.





He states that it excites him that he chose a profession that rewards hard work and determination regardless of the pessimistic outlooks and economic challenges. Thomas ends his essay with words we can all live by:  “Hard work and perseverance are rewarded and your impact is only limited by your willingness to work and to continue to be educated.”





Thomas attended our meeting on February 20th to accept his scholarship.  It was obvious that although he is just entering the insurance world, Thomas understands what it takes to succeed and will be an asset to our industry.





Best Regards,








Maggie Coley


President
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GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH UNDERWRITERS


2008-2009 STATE MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING CONTEST





For each New Georgia AHU member you sponsor, your name will be entered into a drawing, to be held at the GAHU State Convention on Thursday, may 7. 2009 at the Renaissance Waverly Hotel in Atlanta, for:





a $100 VISA gift card


a new IPOD nano 8g and


NAHU Bucks (which can be used to discount any National AHU event registration!








The winner does not have to be present to win (but wouldn’t it be nice if they were!) and you will be automatically entered for each new GAHU member you sponsor! So increase your chances of winning and sponsor someone today!!!!!














MEMBERSHIP


Membership Chair: Ashley Strong































































































Ray Williams and Kristen Looney have compiled a short handout summarizing the 2009 Stimulus Package – COBRA provisions which was handed out at February’s meeting. The provisions are also constantly being updated at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nahu.org" ��www.nahu.org� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.kff.org" ��www.kff.org�. We are also proud to announce that Trey Thompkins with Admin America will be at our March Meeting to give a comprehensive update to our members.





























Chapter Website


It’s ready!!! Our CEAHU website is up and running! � HYPERLINK "http://WWW.CEAHU.ORG" ��WWW.CEAHU.ORG� I wanted to say a special thanks to Benefit Mall and Assurant for sponsoring. Please visit the site today as we are continuing to update and improve to benefit our members!





Email Communications 


Please remember to update any change in your information with GAHU. You can also email me your new information and I will make sure that the Chapter email database is updated. 











Newsletter


I hope that you will find the monthly newsletter helpful. Our goal is increase communication to our members how important our association is to our profession. If you ever have any article ideas or suggestions, please let me know. 





Thanks so much!


Cathy Rainwater


Communications Chair, CEAHU


























Please join us in welcoming Dee Dee White to our Board of Directors to serve as Community Service Chair. Thank you Dee Dee for donating your time for the betterment of our organization. 





We will be announcing our Community Service project for 2009 soon! If you would like to help out we are always looking for Volunteers to serve on the Community Service Committee. Please contact Dee Dee if you are interested!
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!





Heather Rubnitz – Ebenconcepts


Nancy Bevill – Bill Lucas & Assoc. 


Jeffry J. Fitzpatrick Jr. – Mahoney Insurors, LLC


Sarah McCall























January 23, 2009 : CEAH Monthly Meeting 


Speaker: John Oxendine


Sponsor: St. Joseph’s Candler Hospital





January 27, 2009: GAHU’s “Day at the Capital”





February 20,2009: CEAHU Monthly Meeting


Speaker: Ben Singer


Sponsor: The Standard


 


March 20, 2009: CEAHU Monthly Meeting


Speaker: Trey Thompkins


Sponsor: Admin America





April 17, 2009: CEAHU Monthly Meeting


Speaker: Shannon Hsu


Sponsor: Guardian





May 5, 2009: GAHU  05/05/09 – 05/08/09 


          Rennissance Waverly Hotel Atlanta, GA �
�
May (TBA): May 13 2009! The speakers for this years meeting have been chosen:





Lydia Ramsey 	Networking (1 hour)


Russ Childress	Legislative Updates (2 hours)


Brian Kroll		Medical tourism (1 hour)


Page-Joyner 	Medicare (1 hour)


Hospice		Hospice Experience (1 hour) - Pending








June 2009: NAHU National Convention San Diego, CA 





Aug 2009:  No Meeting





September 18, 2009: TBA





October 16, 2009: TBA





November 20, 2009: TBA





Operation Shout!!!!






































Please see Everyone on page 4
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Please submit any questions, suggestions, articles etc to Cathy Rainwater our Communications Chair. cathy@remerlane.com
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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 Not sure how to contact your legislators? Access from the web at http://capwiz.com/nahu/home/








CEAHU Legislative











By Cathy Rainwater











Promoting the highest standards of professionalism and integrity through education, public service and communication








By Maggie, Coley President











Visit us at www.ceahu.org





CEAHU


P.O. Box 13373


Savannah, GA 31416





2009 Board Members





Maggie Coley, President


David Rubnitz, Immediate Past President


Jill Mathis, Programs Chair & President Elect


Lisa Surrett, Vice President & Media Relations


Matt Usher, Media Relations Co-Chair


Harry Lowe, Financial Officer


Shannon Collins, Secretary Treasurer


Ashley Strong, Membership Chair


Carolyn Williams, Membership Co-Chair


Kristen Looney, Legislative Chair


Ray Williams, Legislative Co-Chair


Stephanie Knight, Program Co-Chair


Cathy Rainwater, Communications Chair


Dee Dee White, Community Relations Chair


Leah Harmon, Awards Chair


Advisory Members: Barrie Ruland





COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:





Our chapter is growing at an enormous rate! We are always looking for willing members to participate in many projects. If you would like to participate with any of the following, please contact us:





Symposium Committee


Social Committee


Policy and Procedures Committee


Scholarship Committee


Budget Committee













































































Member Reminders 





RSVP – As we have completed the budget for 2009, it has been discovered that the chapter’s largest loss stems from our monthly meetings. If you RSVP that you will attend the meeting you are counted in the number that is prepared for by the venue. If you do not show up we are still responsible for paying for your meal. As of January 1, 2009 if you do not cancel your reservation by the Wednesday before the meeting, you will be invoiced for your meal. 









































